H2              THE  COSMIC YANTRA
would seem only to illustrate Nature's law,
symbolised in the cosmic Yantra with its two
similar equilateral triangles, which interlaced
keep the universe in equipoise.1 Siva was here
also, as He was at Kailasa, only in His destructive
mood.
Convincing proof that such recollections
occurred to the Indian colonists of Java is given
by the fact that the highest mountain-top is
named Srneru, after Surneru, the mythical moun-
tain of the Himalayas, while other volcanoes, like
Himalayan peaks, bear the names of the Pandava
pilgrims. The principal river of Central Java
is named after the Himalayan river Sarayu, upon
the banks of which Rama's famous city stood.2
The builders of Borobudur, therefore, when they
created a splendid shrine for all the Buddhas of
the Mahayana pantheon, followed the Indian
tradition and designed it after the cosmic Yantra,
used in the ritual of Yoga, but in three dimensions
instead of two. The plane Yantra, Fig. 2, when
constructed in three dimensions, becomes a
hemispheroid, like an early Indian stupa, with
the generating point, tlie Bindu, or Kailasa, at
the top (Fig. 3). It is used in tMs form in modern
Hindu ritual, and is the symbol of the Brah-
1 The equilateral triangle, standing on its apex, is a symbol of
water; reversed it becomes a symbol of fire.
* Dr, J. R Vogel, " Influences of Indian Art" .{Indian Society
Publication), p. 37.